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Many schools of the country have accepted challenges to
educate for a more satisfying kind of democratic living. They
are now seeking ways by which democracy can be put into
practice, and children be better prepared for living. Efforts
are being made to develop among the pupils joint responsi-
bility for those group activities to which all may contribute.
It is still difficult in many districts to have truly democratic
leadership and participation in the school system, individual
schools, or classrooms because of the persistence of tradi-.
tional, formal educational procedures and conflicting pur-
poses. Many educators have been trained under authoritarian
methods which they consider valuable enough to use today.
For example, class instruction is kept uniform in grade levels
so that pupils transferring from class to class or from school
to school will not have program irregularities or disrupt class
scheduling and other administrative procedures.
As a way of living, democracy may be present in the class-
rooms, but it often stops there. Fair practices and an under-
standing of differences must be sought by schools because
discriminations and prejudices abound there as elsewhere.
For example, the parents and the homes of the non-English-
speaking group, still on the fringe of the school life, hold for
it and for the community a vast and rich unexplored resource.
Cooperative educational planning is increasing and new
methods of teaching and learning challenge the schools. The
government and industry, assisted by educators, recently set
an example of adaptation to the needs,of the community.
They met the demand for well-trained men and women for
war work by using abbreviated textbook and audio-visual ma-
terials and other short cuts to the desired ends. Experience
will prove the long-time effectiveness of the new ways of
teaching factual materials quickly. Schools might use similar
methods in teaching certain studies, if by them time were
made available for more democratic living experiences in
school.